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PURPOSE

To seek Member approval to locate a new War Memorial in Stokes 
Bay to coincide with the 75th Anniversary of the end of World War 2 
and recognise the important role the area played in the war effort.

RECOMMENDATION

That Members approve the funding required to enable this project 
to be delivered, subject to planning permission being granted.

1 Background

1.1 Community interest has been expressed, primarily from the D Day 
Fellowship, to establish a war memorial at Stokes Bay 
commemorating the area‘s prominent role in World War 2.

1.2

1.3

2

2.1

Officers undertook a consultation during February and March 2020 
with the committees of the D Day Fellowship, Gosport Society, 
Friends of Stoke Bay and the Anglesey Conservation Group. The 
groups were supportive of the principle of a memorial and 
contemplative space in Stokes Bay.

The Heritage Action Zone (HAZ) Delivery Plan includes a new 
Conservation Area designation for Stokes Bay to protect the rich 
military legacy of the area. Proposals for a Conservation Area will 
be brought forward separately but the establishment of a 
commemorative space relating to the areas role in World War 2 is 
seen as complementary to the rich military heritage of the area and 
the aims of the HAZ.

Discussion

Historic England undertook a full research project in the area to 
ascertain the historic assets from Fort Monckton to Browndown. The 
results are published on their website (Link: 
https://research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=16259). This 
study highlights numerous features relating to the construction of 
the Mulberry Harbours, the areas links with the training of crews for 
the floating tanks, training undertaken on Browndown, and the 

https://research.historicengland.org.uk/Report.aspx?i=16259


2.2

2.3

embarkation of significant numbers of military personnel around D-
Day (most famously the Canadian troops). 

During the initial consultation on 27th February, 2nd March and 17th 
March the idea of consolidating the existing memorials in Stokes 
Bay into one contemplative space was raised and will form an 
important part of the proposals. Linking the new memorial space 
with existing memorials will help to highlight and reinforce the 
significance of the area.

Further consultation will be held with a wider diversity of groups 
once concept designs have been confirmed and the process moves 
onto detailed design.  This is expect in September or October.
 

2.4

2.5

The candidate area is shown on the plan which appears as Appendix 
A.  This has been carefully selected, in discussion with local interest 
groups, to provide an open space where minimal archaeology will be 
disturbed and central to the core activity relating to the D-Day events. 
It is also considered important to locate the site adjacent to the 
promenade to ensure its prominence and ease of access for any 
ceremonial occasions. 

Subject to approval, the intention would be to begin construction of 
the memorial this calendar year with completion in 2021.  COVID-19 
has created some slippage due to not being able to have on site or 
office based meetings.

3 Risk Assessment

3.1 The HAZ delivery plan currently includes £30,000 to develop the 
project design, and secure planning permission, with the assistance 
of Hampshire County Council through a Service Level Agreement. 
To ensure the delivery of the project an additional sum of £50,000 
will be needed to deliver a built monument and commemorative 
space. This funding can be met from the current capital programme 
underspend.

3.2

3.3

Planning: Permission will be applied for separately and delivery of 
this project is also subject to the approval and agreement of the 
Heritage Action Zone Partnership and will be presented a future 
Regulatory Board meeting, subject to confirmation of the funding.

With this type of project there is always the risk of unknown costs 
related to ground conditions. We are advised that there ought to be 
no issues of concern in the area identified and will be carrying our 
further soil checks in the next few weeks.



4 Conclusion

4.1 That Members support the proposed War Memorial in Stokes Bay 
and the additional funding required as outline in this report.

Financial Services 
comments:

A further £50,000 will be added to HAZ budget 
from the Capital Programme for FY 2021/22 to 
enable this project.  Funding will be reviewed as 
part of the broader Budget setting process to come 
to Council in February 2021 but in the first instance 
will be sourced from capital underspends from 
2019/20

Legal Services 
comments:

Contained within the report.

Equality and Diversity Further direct consultation required as part of the 
forward programme in autumn 2020.

Service Improvement 
Plan implications:
Corporate Plan:
Risk Assessment: See section 3
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